BALL DIAMOND RE-SURFACING PROJECT

We wanted to let you know about a project that will begin at James Street Park starting on August 1, 2010.  The Shetland, Pinto, and Mustang diamonds at James Street Park will be closed for renovations per Kim Monje, President, TRI-C Athletics and the City of Carterville.  The purpose of the closure is the Ball Diamond Re-Surfacing Project, which will improve the drainage and playing surfaces of the infield areas within these three diamonds.  This will be accomplished by installing a system of artificial French drains by drilling 9” diameter post holes to a depth of 3’ on a 12’ x 12’ grid within the infield playing areas.  Each hole will be backfilled with sand to improve water movement through the soil profile.  Finished surface grades will be staked to provide a “crown” in each diamond with 3”- 4” of fall from the pitchers mounds to the 1st and 3rd base lines and the edge of the outfield grass.  A minimum 3” layer of fine, sandy loam soil material will be placed to grade and top dressed with reclaimed Turface material.  The estimated cost of the project is $5,000, to be funded at $2,500 each, by the City of Carterville and TRI-C Athletics.  All equipment and labor will be donated by residents of the TRI-C communities.  This project will be completed by September 1.  All coaches and parents are asked for their cooperation by not entering these diamonds during this period due to risk of injury.  The Bronco diamond will continue to be available.  We are recruiting volunteers to help with finishing the dirt work around the infield fences and dugouts. Those interested in helping or with questions may contact Jim Wallace at 201-9478.

We would like to ask for your help in keeping individuals off of the fields during this project. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance with this project to improve James Street Park!

Lastly we would like to say a special than you to Mayor Bill Mausey and the Carterville City Council for their cooperation on this project!  Thank you for helping us to continue to improve James Street Park for the youth of our community!!
